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BACKGROUND


Background
In order to ensure Peace River High School’s (PRHS) Flexible Learning Environments program slated to launch September 2014, reflects the needs of students, PRHS staff conducted a student focus group to gather input from students. 

Flexible Learning Environment’s are a new way of structuring high school in order to meet needs of students in an evolving and transforming education system and world. It is a part of High School Re-design which is fully supported by Alberta Education. 

In September of 2014 PRHS will introduce Flexible Learning Environments by offering XX blocks of “success time” XX days per week. During success time students can choose various ways to spend their time ranging from homework catch-up, essay preparation to multi-grade subject help. Students will be designated to a specific “success teacher” who will guide and help students to structure their success time.  Students will be required to book their success time weekly. Success teachers will ensure students have booked their time and are using the success time responsibly. 

The Flexible Learning Environment program will be referred to as “success time” and “success program” in this document to reflect the school’s chosen name for the Flexible Learning Environment Program.

Students from grades 10 to 12 were asked a series of questions relating to what they would like to be offered during success time, how their success teachers can help them, how they feel the success program can benefit them and ways to bring awareness to the program. Their responses to four questions are listed below in order of popularity and interest. 

Focus group questions and responses
1. Preferred success time program options
The following responses are the student’s top choices from list of possible FLEX program options and are ordered in popularity. 

● Essay preparation

● Multi-grade subject help
● English/Social credit opportunities 
● First Aid Course
● Extra time for labs and film studies
● ADLC
● Credit recovery
● Tutorials for extra help
● Workouts 




2. Student created ideas for success program options
Students were asked what they would like to see offered during success time. Starred items have detailed information below.

● Catch-up class
● “How to survive” life skills class *
● Career planning – post-secondary planning *
● Field trips
● Advanced art class
● “Connect” well-being block *
● Skills Canada preparation *
● Test catch-up class *
● Project and work expectations *
● Computer programming *
● Student-teacher feedback *



Detailed information: 

How to survive life skills class – A class in addition to CALM that teaches how to 
budget, income tax information, RRSP’s, paying bills, strategies to save money, 
types of bank accounts, etc. 


Career planning – post-secondary planning – explain bursaries, scholarships, 
High School and Post-secondary Requirements, information on universities, 
colleges and trade schools. Have people working in specific fields come in and 
speak about the field/trade. Create a database of PRHS graduates that are 
attending college/university with the intention to be able to connect current 
PRHS students with them to ask questions to help them to better make 


post-secondary decisions.  


Connect well-being block – place for students to talk, share concerns, problems, 
help one and other. A continuation of Dare to Care in the school that keeps 
social unity in the school and help one and other. 


Skills Canada preparation – provide information on Skills Canada completion, 
categories students are eligible to compete and provide on-going guidance and 
mentorship for regional competition with greater change of students 
experiencing success and going on to provincial and national competitions.|


Project and work expectations – teacher has a class in success time that explains 
specific project (complex projects) and overall project expectations and rubrics in 
order for students to better understand expectations and ways to be as 
successful as possible. 


Computer programming – animations, website design, graphic design, 2D and 
3D modelling, game design. Both student and teacher taught? 


Student-teacher feedback – students and teacher have one-on-one and group 
time to discuss ways to improve class engagement, effectiveness of class, 
improve communication and relationships between students, teachers and 
parents. 



3. How can your success teacher help you?
Students were asked ways that they think success teachers can help them during success time.

● keep students on track with schedules
● ask students what their goals are, show them how to reach them and how to get back on track if needed
● provide advice on how to best use time 
● personalized learning
● form bonds and build family environment with students in success groups
● review post-secondary career requirements and goals 
● keep in communication with parents 

4. What are some anticipated benefits of success time?
Students were asked how they thought success time could benefit them and the student body at PRHS.

● increased skills
● less stress
● closer relationships with teachers
● greater confidence
● decrease homework
● more time to do what you need
● positive attitude toward school
● greater interest in school 
● greater understanding of high school and post-secondary planning/requirements 


5. How can we create awareness and promote the success program?
Students discussed ways that the school can create awareness and understanding of the program to the school community.  

● student produced videos
● newspaper articles
● facebook
● additional page on school website
● community open house (bbq) promoting the program 
● submit article to community magazines and newsletters 


Next steps
PRHS thanks students for their time in providing their input on the success program. The results of the focus group contained here will be reviewed by school staff and will play a large role in creating success classes that truly meet the needs of students. 

